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' - In a per‘iod of dec]{.‘.ining academic achieve}vfent and purported ado]:‘e.,scent )
, : ’ g 4 : \ w -
disilltisionment 'w"itr?\?ﬁterican chiture, and séc'ietv, how do students themselve$s
perceive th;. social studies and the society" *ﬂhat societal char/acteristics

-~ - . ) by 0 .
* do they anticipate that their generation vfill produce? Arle studeht percep— | \//
tiﬁxs irifluepced by their sex,-' race, brel.igion,. or the* sooioeconomic status -

-

.of .their family? What curricular and inst¥utional implicat‘ions are sug-

"

gested by their Tesponses?

o

To" attempt to answer these questions, two questibnnaires were developed.

o tr
'

' One containing:twenty-nine items enabled compakisop of social.studies with"

a

ﬁother school subjects, ,assessment of preference for various teachinq methodsih\
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- o

]

4
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-

[
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and materials, and evaluation of such course charac)t\eristifts as "realism,j

analytic empha'sis ’ and objectives. The. second contained thirty-seven items

- to. which students responded twice, once w:.th reference to the contemhhary

N . " (
Ame::ican society and once with refetrence to Efuture Ameriéan’ society. I‘I;:ure
Ly . . .-
was defined as approg.cimately the time they reached ‘their parents present
age. Seven topfig‘areas/ were included: . . ,. i :
. P o o ., B .
1., Famjily, marriagef (Andd sex "roles. i '» . .
< 2 “ RhYSical needs ar;d L;ubllic services.t; S . -
‘3.. Social ciass ar;d‘status‘. , v .
" 4. Social implications of religion., - = N
‘5.: Jobs and education. ‘. .
~ 6. Racial and eEhnic relations. ' ’ ‘ e
\* . 7. éCrime and violence. ’ - . v
| ' SR B
. "¢ ‘ ! P
©0003 -
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?he 797 subjects were enrolled in gineteen high schools, with the *

" Southwest not-represented %he Southeast and ‘Far West underrepfésented, .
“and the North East ‘and Middle West overrepresented. By sex 372 were male, - - 7

¥
? . . . \

\)
425 were female. As classified by their sociology teacher as to their

" academic ability, 236 had\high ability, 442 were average, and 119 were low.

. Loy ‘ . . . -
- _ " Again as classified by these teachers as to/iheinfsbcioeconomic class, = S
. . : o . : . ' B ‘ .

131 were high, 600 middle‘Land 66 }owerxclass} All teachers making Eggse

- B ratings(were trained and experienced sociolog& teachers who had previously'
F been selected ‘in nation-wide competition to participate in a MSF surmer
< l ) ) L N : *
! oy - e = * N { N . . »
institute. All had taken the same-graduate sociology course in which:fac-
[y . . - ’ ’ ) ' N
tors included in socioeconomc class categorization were a part of the course
L ] . ) ) . t’ ' .
- content. } <, - . v . R )

c , ¢ . : . : .
. . . B . . R
. & R : . / - . )' -
. . . ~ s . .

as to religious background; 501 were Protcstant, 207 were,Catholic, and
. . - . Y ' L .\‘) . . R -
o . B9 had some other religious background. By racej - 761 were Caucasian, only

) 30 were'Negro, and 6 Were‘of-anothngrace. all of the black students were
- N ‘ E , « - . ) . 'a ‘ » . -

- - enrolled in Georgia schoo&s. For whatever reason of selection, this group
. * v ‘(:? g
. cannot be considered sufficiently representative of blacks to permit comoari- )
)

- P ,
Sons by race, The numer of students classified as being from~the lowerb ' V4

-

soc~9bconom1c class is lower than probabillty would’suggest. rT‘h:.s mav have

P [N

g
résulted from teacher re&u ance to. sogolassify students’or the schools
N
whege these teachers woik nay "Tn fact have a low prozf?tion of these students.

-
- . -

~ - [N C ' P~ B *
- " The' data were collected in May in socioloqv courses’comprised almost
- , .
BE ~ entirely of“senidé<§tudents. QuestiGhnaires were adninistered in class'by

- // . P3 - -
- . i . L 1} ", 4 , -
cher. Rankings.of ability and socioecomic:class were estimates made

“\ : N o . -

' : ) e " 4 -
R ’ by  the sociology tea&hers. The group of‘studentsécannot bé regarded as R

anﬁatcurate national Sam7le, but lt was sufficiently heteroqeneous except

’

for race to prov1de‘useful qeneralizatLons..
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As compared wikh other high school courses, social studiesVeourses : ) .
~ o E . .

were perceived ast . . : T . -
‘ . . oL . L
l. Using a wider variety of\teébhing materﬁi}s'and methods,
) ‘ . 4
2., Requir{;g more stpdent decision making,
- S

3. Requiring more outsidg‘reading. } ' -
. : 4. Havirig somewhat clearer objectives. '"TT\ .
S. 'Being more ‘interesting. ‘ S

L. r . !

’

»” y

- G Hiving more practical va;dé., : T o o !
. »/, § ’7. ﬁéking muchvmoré use of éiscuséi;n,as a teaching method. 4
. 8; Using more audio—visualvﬁateriais. ' o - 1 " )
. . \ 50cia1*sthdies‘b65}seé were rated aélkfinq about‘the game as otheré in ' ¢
‘ two reépects: , S - e . : . ’ )
/ . K .
1. Reliance on the basica text. L o - L
‘ [ . ‘ ‘ < ’ - * - ) * \‘
, 2. Lgyel of’?iﬁficgltv'éf coyrses.. ’ L i .
P / ) ‘ -‘;n no reséqct‘were,éqcial studies courses rated'yonse {ng-other§, ' ‘

‘<8tudents agreed that sgf;al studies courses: ,

. . 1. 'Tea?h how to understéndpfuthre events. . * - . - .
X . ‘2;, Teaéhuhow to agaiyze a society. * ) _ , "o
- 3. Require df&winq con¢lusions fyom data. _ k ";. - . o
< o . %o
| ég'._ A ' 4.. GiQe fair and adequate treatment to mi;;:z>§ éfdéﬁs.' , o LI
. - . . N ’ : N .
5. RAre realistic. 5. . 7 :
‘ - . | 6. Give-an adequéte explanatioé of other éulturesu '. > ! A ) )
- . . 9 ' »
7. . 7. 1In hiétory,_cougggs have reasqﬁably clear purposes. K : ’ N
. 8. In‘social écience, ;;urses’have evén'clearer'purposes. ‘.’ ,
\ / " 9. Are liked slightly gettef than‘othif course;, with the social
r ~ o ‘ \
f sciences being .liked more than history. & . . . >
3 " __— % ;
»flo. Inélude about the same ?se‘oﬁ essay tests as oéher_courses, ; - -
Q N ‘ | e K " v

= . .7 gooos -~ S




) v : . ) .
L . . ¢ : o ,
. Social studies teachers were perceiveds o

. -
L] .
4 . o o

1. mo have the sane 1eve1 of ‘combetence as other teachers._

2. To be slightly nore concerned about students than other&taachersa
[ ’ 1]
. When provided with five objectives ©f social studijes teachers, the
. students selected as the major objective of their teachers the prercentage
» . L , i _‘ v B R
L. noted: - . - . . J : _ . . /
. . SRR : ' r} . , ’ /*
\; N How to use information to draw conclusions - 48% ' '
: . . ¢ r /
] X . Recéﬂg information to'pass exams - 25% ‘ -/
. T “ DiscuSSion of social 1ssues Without drawing conclusions - 14% . /.
. -~ )- A . _ ) . . . —_ . / ’,/ .
' Good citizenship - 63 . \ " 5 /.
K [ M - E - o - ) . s _ / -
* Maintaining a quiet, orderly class - 6% o t / !
P - ' 4
S Qespite the qenerally favorable reaction to soc1a1 studies, ‘it seems APParent
! o ) .
that nearly one—third see as the major objective, ‘one whose re1evance they
t . . // .
. might ‘well questioh. . i B
. , . : ‘o, oy
Student ratinqs of preferred teachina procedures probably could be
predicted bv most experienced teachers. They were:
R Discussion JLecture Audio-visual Independént Proijects Group Work
. ‘ . — A
Likéy Best 41% 4 26 » ., 1 - 17
. - e . ,» ’ M /.
‘\\\\N J‘ Second 19 ' 11 ‘28 16 // .26
. Third o e 1B 17 - 25 R S 21
* Fourth 17 20 15 0. 31, .
. : L. ’ : = ' o K
"4 . Like Least - 5 50 5 ‘ 20 - 17%.
. 0 A : e : %"

- (Lines and columns do not’ always total 100% because of roundidg) . 7
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. - Females differed from males in a stronger liking. for soci?l science - :

‘than for history (3001 level of significance). I!Males more than females
- ' s . ’

\
- L ~

perceived social studies as using a wider variety of methods and materials
. . _— .

g ¢ M

than other courses.(:;001 level) and saw social studieg teachers as more

concernjgyabqut students than did femdles (.021 iével). As previously noted,

the inadequate sample of‘black'students d}d rot permit racial comparisons. » )
3

| Only one impoXtant -difference by religion occurred. Protestant background

i = \7Fﬁdéhts sighificantly’ more,than those of Eatholic b
. o

' / 5 4 »
ackground perceived

-~ P4 .

heavy use of audio-visual materials (.Odl level), Many Catholic studenté‘

" ) ~

o - inm the sample wene‘enrolled.f%}parochial schools ineligible for federal ¢

P N /

~——— -funds that weré, ayailable for equipment and materials puréhase in public -
¥ . 7 - ‘

schools,

-
>

_High ability students had a Significantly clearer perception of the
purpose of history than bath middle (.001 level) and low ability students

7 o (.0007.level). The same was true of so¢ial science, with tbe differenve

'

' e ) . _ R ‘ %
\ . between them and both other Yyroups significant at the .001 level., Teachers

did adopt to needs .of low ability students by relying less on a basic text.

. - . : / , ' ’ - . o
This significant difference between high and low ability students was at
.005 leVel.‘ Less use of esspy tests also was reported by low -ability stu-

-

» ' +dents (.026 and /001 levels for the difference betweenylow ability and_‘highl
. . L3

. : . : 1
and middle ability respectively). High .and middle ability students liked
“ ‘social studies better than other courses; 1dw ability students liked them,
s about the same. Differences were significant betw$en low and high ability

—t v ~

' (.C04 level) and low and.mjddle (.046 level). High ability students differed -

-
-

sigﬁificapﬁly froQ‘IOW ébility in better seeing social studies as being - . 4
helpful in understghding future évents‘(.004[1evel). v ~ -

," & o iy : u C
. -4 . ,
00007 - 7 |
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Lower socideconomic class students reported less reliance on basic

Y

.»teﬁts than g}d,middle Elass students k.O3 level), and less use of eséay

. b

? ' .
tests (.005 level). Both high (.017 level) and fiiddle (.012 leyel) liked

< » .
‘Bocial studies courses better than low SES students. High!SES students saw

the purposes of sgcial science more clearly than'middle class (.017 level)
a )

o - -
and lower class students (.001 leva}). Migdle also werq superior to low

(.003 level) » Uiddle class-studenhts believed social"stuies teachers to

. « - L, X . AN ,
be slightly superior to other teachers; both high and low g¥oups thought ®©
them sYightly inferior. High and middle differed Significantly (.24 leveX)

-

as did low and Middle (.040 level).
. | K3

In general, mean student reactions to social studieg courses and-téachers'

were posdtive, and differences among students were logical. However, mean '

-

scores did obscure, the responses of a sma}i minority of negative students.
. ~

L)
Theé systematic and sometimes illogical negativism of this group gave an
. “ -— ]

unverified impression that their negative responses might well be toward
the tétal school rather than the social studies. A positive note was the*

evidence that social studies ﬁ;:éﬁerfhééh attempt to adjust school experi-

ences to the needs of low ability students.
' ‘ ’ : el '/
In viewing present and future society, highly significant changes were

o -
-

anticipated in all but one of the thirty-seven characteristics inv tiqg%ed.

4

Studenté see marriage as a rather unstable institution at present and.

. [
_expect no change.in future, Whether they arg realists or pessimists is
k) . B o’
) . . . , : ¢
uncertain., . @

V-
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»
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48 Students see contemporary society as sex1st but' the future as sexually

LI

eaualitarién. The maqnitude of change was qreater'than'for any opher social
: B AR i . ] * ’
characteristic. DBoth sexes, all religions, and all levels of ahilityv and SES

’ . .

anticipate tkis change, The present saciety also is seen as racist. The

N .

nagnitude' of change expected was the second greatest, but even that chanqe‘
resulted in the group being almost evenly divided in-their future expectatio%
as to whether the society will be characterized by racism. This was reflected

in all three race related items-cOncerninq bias, effect of race on social
&

K . .
” pd ~

status,. and effect oh economic status. All categories of students shared
-thesl views, with a11 changes reported s1gn1flcant aw the 001 level of

confidence. : . ) i I A

*
-

In other family traits,.present parental control of adolescents found
- \ 1

students almost evenly divided as to whether'mucH’control is exerted. A

significant change to less bontrol is expected. Communication‘betWeen
parents and adolescents is seen-as a current probleg; signifigant change
- N . )
B 4 - - .
is expected, but arsmall majority expect,a continued problem, " Students
o ‘ X ¥ i

consider marriage presently to occur.at a goung aqe,‘with a significant shift

‘ ¢

to a later age. Both males and females expect this change, but females

—

s1gn1f§£ant1y more than males expect it. Presontly, sex roles ,are viewed
R

as quite dlfferent, and a slgnlflcant shift toward undifferentiated roles )

is expected'by all categories Of_sfﬁdents. 'Social restraints on sexyal .

©

behavior/éeroeived at present are anticipated to relax in future. Only

-

lower socioeconomic‘class studénts do not expect a -signigicant ch&nqe. This

-
v

£

‘cannot be accounted for ky their seeing the present sopiety as sexually

- . 4 R «

kX

perm1s91ve, they do not. Parents now j?ise children as they were raised; N

"a slgnlﬂicant change. is expected Beliefs of parents and adolesce%ts are
. [ .
different now, and are expected to.xemaln so in future. However, a
’ v ' .
osign;ficant change toward conéruity.is expeoted. n . T
s~ - ’ _ ’ ‘ : : : ‘ 4

- . v

: I .
) 00009 , : ' SN
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- In Most respects relateq-to family, marriage,.and sex rdles, students .. -
1 . ” ) . . » . . . .. .
‘appear to expect the  future society to be more permissive, more egualitarian,

and by current adolescent‘norms, imoroved. The qeneral optimism was tempered

somewhat by the expectation that marriage w1L1 continue to be an unstable

)

. . I : o« W *
institution. Their apparent redlism about future marriage and parert-adoles-,
. . o Ve v - . o s

L4

cent conflict lends some credance to their apparent opt:.m:Lsm about the probh-

. -
Ay

-

; ability of other* changes. . 4 : :
’ , \ N . - N

Students did not elieve ‘that the present soc1ety prov1des for all . N N
persons adequate medﬁcal care, care for rental hea1th problems, phvsical needs

. for the aged, or the opportunity for a -"good 1ife"’for all;' Signigicant

l Y c : -

¢ chaﬁges,for the better were expected. In each respect, it was anticipated

) Q . - -

: “‘ that the future soc1ety would meet these neéds adeguately except for uncer- RN
. j IS
‘-tainty about whether there would be a "good 1ifQ" available to a11.

Y \

A marginaI note on one answer sheet appemared tp sum up the expectations * \
t for the future.‘."We will be a sodialist’society."_ Whether the present .
T adolescent geagration will hevwilling to‘pay the tax biil for_the services
‘ they expect of sochty renainswto be seen of course, but.a significant change f
’ t v -in the relationship between income and jobtheld is expected. fhe present o ) ’

L] . 2

A
society is viewed as having an economic system in which incgme varies widely
¢ ’ ' \ N . .
+  with job; in future, that relationship is expected to diminish significantly

a
-

.. but not disappear. . Students did seem to be aware thaﬁ}some of the social

changes they desire will be expenSive. ' ‘ ’ ‘
In their’views“about spcial.ciass,-students saw_social c}ass at presents‘ "
as having‘status influencedﬂby incomé, race( naterial possessiOns and status L

. 1 M .
of one's parents, Social mobility was ,seen as,difficult and. slow; neighbor- - .
' - ' ' ’ ' e I . l
N N . L .y oes . :
hoods were perceived. &s verv hohogeneous, fignificant change is anticipated
. -~ R . L4 v '
. - hd

F - . » !
in each respect.’ Income; raze, possessions, and parental. status are expgcted

. - EN . ' L]

to diminigh %s influen?es on individual status. More and’ more rapid,social \)/,

-
* ‘

mobility fg expected, as are more- heterogeneous neighborhoods. Despi?eJthe'
. ’ ,00010 B " )
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-
-

shift, id&ome will remain an important'factor. RN ) .
AR _ E ) .
Tbefe waé exfensive'disagnéement about relidion in the present society;

as a ?esult the composit ratings are almost neutral as to whether

most ésople

° .

»

are basically religfous, whether rgl%qioh-fhfluences daily life, whethe; ,

Aad - . @ «
L8

religious pedpieiare more highly regarded than others, and'yhether those
. g - T ’ R
attending religious serwices are more highly regarded than others. . In’ each

. -
' i ' " ° v c . ) ts .
respect, the future sociefy is %xpected to bégﬂess ;elig;ous. A substantial

minority disagreed, biit a significant. trend toward a more secular society
. . . A . L .

. . . J
was anticipated. ' = . | . r N '
- . . o Ve ‘ ’ .- f o4 y .

. c, . N o, Tt . . . = )
If educators heed Students, career education will be the curriculat wave
. . " 3 . A N

of the future. (Time_dbes not .permit a description of career education,
N i . . v

L]
but it is not .vocational education.) Students saw job preparation as-'a - -
——— . . - . . r'd »

major purpose of .contemporary education. !Males expected this purpose .to’'pe
- o w ’ ) : . . . . Lt e,

. .. -
" equally ~ important in future, while.females exgscted a significant change
‘ ;r”"‘f . R s

\
- //
/
i . ‘. ‘
A r
.
-
.
.
' r
\
" U
+
[l o'
]
. .o,
» . J
€
'y
1]
W
v ¥
3
| L.
.
- ‘ ﬂ
N

ferring large organizations in which ‘they have job security but make few .

i d signifi decli é-'n impo nce.
v p;?d%cte §;gn1fxcant ecline i pvyta’

el

L4

Il

toward even more emphasis on job Freparaﬁioh.o Socialization as a phrpose (fJ"‘ ,
. S e -

of education, strong today, is expected to be strong in future despite a

. - .
v fe [
. 2

-
. o

" as for job qhemaelves, students believed that most people today do rot .

find their éggg personally satisfying, but expected a significant faborable
shift forrthemse;ves'in future. Similarly, théy believed ,most jobs are \-

)

dull and boring at present, but again predicted a shift for ‘their generatioﬁ.

-t ] , L U\' ) . o
Substantial minorities disagreed for both present and future, but for the

majoritv, work is a fbur letter avord. Present workers were viewed aéﬂpre_
. . . ' -0 o . s
4 / - v N . M k - . v
decisions. Students were uncertain about their future,; being almost evenly

split in what they \expectved\gifwr‘e ‘workers n'at<_)' their _prgferences in

their jobs.’

A Y

© 00011 L




_what: students.see as‘a'najor purpose of education, preparation for-a job. =

' And as will be detailed later,: lower, socioeconomic class st%ﬁents do-not - .,

"oy socleﬁy to be crlme rrdden and ‘were uncertaln aiﬁto whether 1t would be» o -

‘~basfﬁhl@y punitive. ﬁlfferences between ability groups were between.low A -

S - qv R v[_ v Ay 4 R »
. e Sy § a- e . . T
\ . In general, student"attltudes towayd’ tne contemporarv worklnq ‘world - - T
. /~ - . . - N \ ; - h .

were negative, While optimistic about the future, there'seems.td be'little .
* T, -1 ) L - ‘_‘ LT . . ) ~, . - :
in most- current educatjona] programs to warrant their optimism or to fulfill - 4" <4
SN C. AR T e se ] .. .

= . R .o . hd
v - ~

» . v . ' A -

-

SN T . g . o> o . <
. Y D . . AT : -
shaxe the optimism of‘o%hers: o . “I» ¢ , g (R AN
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